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Introduction – “recognition”
recognition definition

“A formal acknowledgement by a competent 
authority of the value of a foreign educational 
qualification with a view to access to educational 
and/or employment activities.” (LRC)

academic recognition
qualifications giving access to higher education

periods of study

higher education qualifications

professional recognition
access to regulated professions

European Directive 2005/36

European Economic Area (EEA)
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Legal frameworks

Lisbon Recognition Convention 1997

Bologna Process 1999  EHEA 2010

EU Directive 2005/36

EQF for LLL 2008

National laws and regulations



Lisbon Recognition Convention
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Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications concerning 

Higher Education in the European Region

Opening for signature 11 April 1997 

Entered into force 1 February 1999
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foreign qualifications shall be 
recognized unless there is a 
substantial difference between 
the foreign qualification for which 
recognition is sought and the 
corresponding qualification of the 
host country

Council of Europe

Concept of 

Substantial Difference

http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/165.htm
http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/165.htm
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The main international legal text that aims to further the fair 

recognition of qualifications is the Council of 

Europe/UNESCO Convention on the Recognition of 

Qualifications concerning Higher Education in the European 

Region (Lisbon Recognition Convention). 7
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Ratification and national implementation of the LRC 

= 

crucial indicator  implementation Bologna Process
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LRC & Belgium
1 February 1999: LRC entered into force

22 July 2009: Belgium ratified RC 

1 Sept 2009: LRC entered into force in Belgium

How?
7 March 2005: signature Belgium

15 Dec 2006: ratification Flemish Community

19 July 2007: ratification French Community

10 July 2008: ratification Federal Government

25 May 2009: ratification German Community

22 July 2009: ratification Belgium

1 July 2011: adaptation Flemish Law 4 April 2003

14 June 2013: 2 Flemish Governmental Decisions
all levels of education

all countries
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Bologna Process

Convergences at macro level & structures

ratification LRC

degree structure,

ECTS,

Diploma Supplement,

Quality Assurance, …

Mutual trust at micro level: insufficient

differences & substantial differences

individual specific qualifications
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New initiatives

Bucharest Communiqué

… we must make further efforts to 

consolidate and build on progress

QA is essential for building trust and 

to reinforce the attractiveness EHEA

Recommendation use of qualifications 

frameworks in the recognition of foreign 

qualifications (CoE & UNESCO)

11
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New initiatives & Flanders

Pathfinder Group on Automatic 

Recognition

Benelux initiative

Automatic recognition 

The Netherlands and Flanders

update NVAO Treaty

new legal framework automatic 

recognition in Flanders

13
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Automatic recognition HE qualifications

The Netherlands & Flanders

NVAO treaty Flanders & The Netherlands

direct access to Master and Doctorate

Flemish Governmental Decision                  
17 September 2010

Bachelor, Master & Doctor of 

The Netherlands are automatically declared equal 

with the Flemish ones

NVAO Treaty update 2013

Ba = Ba & Ma = Ma

14
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Netherlands Flanders

Bachelor Bachelor

bacheloropleiding in het 

hoger beroepsonderwijs

professioneel gerichte 

bacheloropleiding

bacheloropleiding in het 

wetenschappelijk 

onderwijs

academisch gerichte 

bacheloropleiding

Master Master

masteropleiding in het 

hoger beroepsonderwijs

masteropleiding

masteropleiding in het 

wetenschappelijk 

onderwijs

masteropleiding

Netherlands Flanders

Bachelor Bachelor

professioneel gerichte 

bacheloropleiding

academisch gerichte 

bacheloropleiding

Master Master

masteropleiding masteropleiding

bacheloropleiding

kunstonderwijs in het hoger onderwijsF

i

n
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Legal framework Flanders

Article 87 Law 4 April 2003 

completely replaced by Law 10 July 2013

creation legal framework auto recognition

Goal: creation win-win situation

individuals & recognition body

 no academic recognition application & 
procedure anymore

individuals

 before starting to study: it will be recognized

 no time wasted: direct access to labour market
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Goal: creation win-win situation 

recognition body

 no burden of proof of possible substantial 
difference

 no time wasted: (easy cases) auto recognized

 focus on tough cases

 tackling fraud  

HEIs are still autonomous regarding 
admission (not access)

17

Legal framework Flanders 
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Two ways of automatic recognition

Level recognition (“niveaugelijkwaardigheid”)

foreign qualification declared equal to

Associate degree, Bachelor, Master or Doctor

Full recognition (“volledige gelijkwaardigheid”)

foreign qualification is declared equal to

e.g. Master in Mathematics

general

specific

2
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Check list level recognition
 Foreign QA system           Standards and 

Guidelines for Quality Assurance EHEA
 + proof it guarantees the achievement of the LO

HE programme structure           EHEA structure
 compatible & integrated in NQF

NQF overarching framework for Q in EHEA
well-matched

 internationally verified

Bergen conference 2005 of European Ministers 
responsible for HE



Standards and Guidelines for Quality 
Assurance EHEA

European Network for Quality Assurance in Higher Education 
(ENQA) was established in 2000 to promote European cooperation in the field of quality 

assurance (QA) in higher education. 

In 2004, it was transformed into the European Association for Quality Assurance in 

Higher Education

http://www.enqa.eu/20
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Bologna Process - Dublin Descriptors
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Check list specific recognition

e.g. Master of Science in Mathematics

All above mentioned conditions

 + comparison LO of the programmes
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http://nvao.com/learning_outcomes

… the so-called Dublin descriptors. 
These are essential to identify the level of a 
programme, e.g. Bachelor or Master's level. 
Next to these, subject-specific learning 
outcomes are defined. 
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European Quality Assurance 

Register for HE

Listing QAA that substantially 

comply with a common set of 

principles for quality assurance in 

Europe

27

Added value



European Quality Assurance Register for HE
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www.eqar.eu

http://www.eqar.eu/register.html
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Added value EQAR
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Programme leading to 
Associate degree

Bachelor

Master

 accredited by accreditation organisation

accreditation organisation listed in EQAR
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Flanders declares these degrees

automatically

in general or specific

equal to

Associated Degree

Bachelor

Master

30
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